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DESIGN PHILOSOPHY
Interior Design is an approach that uses empathy, ideation, 
modeling, and experimentation to solve real-world problems. 
Design should be simple, natural and, most of all, personal. The 
ultimate goal is to exceed expectations by understanding the 
problems, needs and desires of the client and to create unique 
solutions using previous experiences or approaches, explorations 
and research, as well as innovative resources and processes. Personal 
experience for the user is at the heart of well-planned design, and 
the ability to offer tangible memories creates a memorable sense 
of time and place when experiencing a purposfully designed 
space. Complementary to creating a special experience for users 
is the ability to use sustainability and wellness as a focus for a 
more responsible use of resources and better health for those that 
experience the designed spaces.

C O N T E N T S

“I begin with 
an idea, and 

then it becomes 
something else.” 
- Pablo Picasso

“The best architecture and design 
is 99% invisible.” 
                                - Roman Mars 
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GEMTONE RECORDS
Commercial Design
Fall 2016

BOOK NOOK  
TINY HOUSE 
Residential Design
Spring 2016

HOMELESS CHILDREN’S 
PLAYTIME PROJECT 
Commercial Design
Fall 2016

SKETCHING & 
ILLUSTRATIONS

SPEAKEASY BOOKSTORE 
CAFÉ & LOUNGE
Commercial Design
Summer 2016

ARCHITECTURAL  
PHOTOGRAPHY

ARTIST’S RETREAT
Residential Design
Spring 2016

GRAPHIC DESIGN
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G E M T O N E  R E C O R D S

Revit
AutoCAD

Photoshop
InDesign

The 2017 Bienenstock Interior Design 
Competition project comprised of a 
design of the skybox to incorporate 
the music company’s logo and brand, 
as well as the company’s musical style 
and use of sustainable products and 
furnishings. The client is the CEO of a 
major music recording company who 
purchased a luxury skybox for use by 
the company’s recording artists when 
in the area.

Concept:
Much like a jewel box where 
different jewels can be seen across 
compartments, the open plan in each 
space has clear glass to provide not 
only sparkle, but also the ability to see 
into the adjacent, angled and faceted 
spaces. Warm jewel tones and natural 
wood and marble enhance a sense of 
comfort and tangible warmth with 
velvet fabrics on walls and furnishings. 

     Award: 
    2017 National Finalist

COMMERCIAL DESIGN
Fall 2016

Perspective - Residential Studio Space

Elevation - Upper Level Viewing Area

Section - Lower Level Entertainment Area

Perspective - Lower Level Entertainment Area

Lower Level Plan

Upper Level Plan
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Revit
AutoCAD

Photoshop
InDesign

Team Project:
The success of Playtime Project has 
led to substantial growth, with the 
staff office layout no longer meeting  
the needs of the organization. Upon 
preliminary investigation we found 
that seasonal donations, mismatched 
furniture, and a lack of well-organized 
storage created a cluttered work 
environment. Limited graphic identity 
made it difficult to navigate the space 
and differentiate Playtime Project from 
other organizations in the building. 

Concept:
The re-imagined Playtime Project 
delivers an uplifting journey through 
a professional, vibrant and playful 
space.

Personal Role:

H O M E L E S S  C H I L D R E N ’ S
P L A Y T I M E  P R O J E C T COMMERCIAL DESIGN

Fall 2016

Perspective - WorkspacesFloor Plan

Elevation - Gallery Hallway

Perspective - Conference Space

Elevation - Kitchenette

• As-Built 
Drawings

• Concept 
Development

• Schematic Design
• Logo Graphics/

Branding

• Graphic Design
• Paint and 

Installation
Note: Illustrations 
and renderings 
drawn by classmates.
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Sketchup
AutoCAD

Photoshop
InDesign

The Speakeasy Bookstore is located on 
M Street in Georgetown, Washington, 
DC, and is designed to be a a two-
story retail, lounge and café themed 
with jazz and blues music. The design 
evokes the art deco style of the roaring 
1920s along with nostalgia for the 
speakeasies  of the prohibition period. 
The upper floor is treated like a library 
and traditional retail area, but after a 
journey “backstage” to the lower level 
the speakeasy portion is highlighted 
with a stair-alcove stage in the center 
of the lower floor. The café provides 
additional entertainment and libations 
for the patrons. The bookstore invites 
a gathering community audience to 
learn, listen and enjoy jazz and blues 
music. 

Concept:
Jazz music is composed of short 
rhthmic bursts creating a sensation 
of movement and repetition that 
ripples across a space. The concept 
of a musical bookstore with rippling 
pulses is rooted in the history of the 
Georgetown neighborhood, filled with 
jazz and blues listening clubs of the 
past decades.  

S P E A K E A S Y  B O O K S T O R E
C A F E  &  L O U N G E` COMMERCIAL DESIGN

Summer 2016

Perspective - Main Stage

Interior SectionLower Floor Plan

Upper Floor Plan

Perspective - Café and Lounge

DN

UP
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Sketchup
AutoCAD

Photoshop
InDesign

The artist’s retreat is a weekend/
vacation residence located in a rural 
area and used as a working studio to 
focus on art and artistic collaborations. 
The lower level is more public and 
includes an ADA half-bath. The upper 
level provides some privacy with a 
private bath and library overlook. 

Concept:
The cross-section of a tree reveals the 
growth rings that can describe the 
history of the environment during the 
tree’s growth. Much like the growth 
rings, the history of a building and the 
generations living in it have a history 
filled with memories. The concept for 
the design is “Revealing,” in which the 
open concept plan allows the areas to 
be revealed to the family and guests 
as well as provides natural elements 
as a background for the creative 
sensibilities of the artist. 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN
Spring 2016

A R T I S T ’ S  R E T R E A T

Elevation - Pantry

Elevation - Kitchen

Upper Floor Plan Lower Floor Plan

Perspective - Sleeping Area

Perspective - Library

Elevation - Kitchen Perspective - Fireplace
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Sketchup
AutoCAD

Photoshop
Illustrator
InDesign

The Book Nook Tiny House is a setting 
for a quiet weekend retreat during the 
summer for one person or a couple in 
a wooded area near a lake.  The Book 
Nook is themed with pre-selected 
books arranged on the bookcase areas, 
with themes such as “Mysteries” or 
“Travel.” The interior of the Book 
Nook includes a kitchenette, shower 
and toilet, large armchair and a day 
bed that folds out into a queen-sized 
bed for sleeping. Folding chairs and 
tray tables are used for easily moveable 
pieces for entertaining purposes. 

Concept: 
The Book Nook is designed like a 
classical study or den library. The 
colors are  warm and inviting with 
shades of grey and warm reds with 
cherry wood stain. Because the nook 
is only 80 SF, the goal of the project 
was to make as much space functional 
as possible with folding furniture and 
essentials for comfortable daytime and 
nighttime use. 

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN
Spring 2016

B O O K  N O O K  
T I N Y  H O U S E

Night Floor Plan

Perspective - InteriorPerspective - Exterior

Elevation Day Nook Elevation Kitchen/BathDay Floor Plan
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S K E T C H I N G  &  I L L U S T R A T I O N S

Upper Level - Ethiopian Coffee Ceremony

Lower Level - Ethiopian Coffee Ceremony

Kit of Parts - Exterior Reflecting Pool

Two-Point Perspective - Living Room Axon - Farnsworth House

Graphite on Vellum
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A R C H I T E C T U R A L  P H O T O G R A P H Y

Kreeger Museum, Washington, DC

International Monetary 
Fund, Atrium Construction, 
Washington, DC

Lincoln Memorial at the Tidal 
Basin, Washington, DC

Mark di Suvero Red Metal 
Sculpture, Smithsonian Institution, 
Hirshhorn Museum Sculpture 
Garden, Washington, DC

Pavilion Café, St. Elizabeths East 
Gateway Pavilion, Washington, DC

BIG Maze Installation, National 
Building Museum, Washington, DC

Gallaudet University, Living 
Learning Residence Hall #6, 
Washington, DC

Guastavino Vaulted Tile, Cardozo 
High School, Washington, DC

Interior Fountain and 
Courtyard, Hirshhorn Museum, 
Washington, DC

R.I.S.E. Demonstration Center, St. 
Elizabeth’s East, Washington, DC
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G R A P H I C  D E S I G N

St. Elizabeths East Gateway Pavilion 

ROBERT SILMAN ASSOCIATES 

2015 ACEC/MW Engineering Excellence Awards

Structural Systems

ST. ELIZABETHS EAST GATEWAY PAVILION (G8WAY DC)
structural systems

robert silman associates

2015 acec/mw engineering excellence awards
4

cost  effective, adaptable support scheme that would maximize 
the capacity of  the UHPC panels while fitting within the tight 
geometries necessary to suit the architectural program.

Steel members at the east and west edges of  the pavilion 
rooftop, including the aforementioned plate girder, served three 
purposes: as gravity support of  the rooftop assembly and public 
spaces; as axial struts for the roof  diaphragm, dragging lateral 
load back into the concrete shear walls; and as support for the 
dual-purpose UHPC panel railings and façade wing assemblies. 
These edge steel members were required to have increased 
depth to provide the aforementioned functions. Fortunately, the 
increased member depths could be integrated within the railing 

View from the underside of  the northeast corner of  the structure, taken 
during construction. The design team and contractor worked together to 
detail support of  the distictive façade to allow for the fast-paced construction 
schedule to be maintained.

and façade wing assemblies so-as to be obscured 
from view as shown in FIGURE 2, on the previous 
page. To dissuade decreased member capacity 
resulting from lateral torsional buckling, the bottom 
flanges of  the edge members were detailed so-as 
to be braced to the top flange of  parallel running 
adjacent steel beams. Similarly, the top flange of  
the plate girder was detailed so-as to be braced 
by in-framing perpendicular spanning members, 
utilizing full height WT-section web stiffeners to 
accommodate the difference in elevation between 
the members as shown in FIGURE 3.  The railing 
and façade support assembly structure, referred to 
as the secondary structure, was supported off  the 
primary structure along the east and west edges; 
while the nose of  the structure had an extended 
façade support assembly. The railing supports 
consisted of  angle frames connected to the top 
exterior of  the primary steel. The wing façade 
supports consisted of  angle frame assemblies as 
well, but were instead suspended off  the edge 
steel members, aligning with the concrete metal 
deck and in-framing beam or bottom flange brace 
member.  Coordination between RSA, DBB, and 
GPC was essential to ensure the plane of  the 
secondary steel system was correct. This not only 
was vital in appearance of  the UHPC panels, but 
also for structural design of  the UHPC panels and 
secondary steel structure. Collaborative efforts 
amongst the design team and contractor allowed 
for primary and secondary steel to be set prior to 

The public green roof  and concrete stairs  on the 
southeast corner above the pavilion  with views of  

the historic St. Elizabeths East Campus.

ST. ELIZABETHS EAST GATEWAY PAVILION (G8WAY DC)
structural systems

robert silman associates

2015 acec/mw engineering excellence awards
1

project 
description

Saint Elizabeths East Gateway Pavilion, G8WAY DC, is an 
open air structure providing a venue for casual dining, a farmers’ 
market, and other community, cultural and arts events. It is located 
at the center of  the District of  Columbia’s Congress Heights 
neighborhood in Ward 8. The newly developed pavilion, the winner 
of  a highly publicized design competition, is the first step of  the 
implementation of  the city’s master plan vision to transform the 180-
acre Saint Elizabeths East campus into a mixed-use development. 
The Historic Preservation Review Board and the Commission for 
Fine Arts reviewed the design for approval. G8WAY DC opened to 
the public on October 23, 2013.

Spread over a two-acre plot of  the campus, G8WAY DC 
creates an instantly iconic, visible and welcoming view into the 
site; particularly from the vantage points that reflect the existing 
and anticipated movements of  people from different areas of  the 
neighborhood. The raised pavilion rooftop consists primarily of  
green space, fully accessible to the public, with paved assembly 
areas and surrounding ADA accessible pathways. Sustainability 
was a design emphasis, as reflected by the selection of  roof  
plantings to reduce demand on mechanical systems in the 
enclosed portion of  the pavilion to the south. Additionally, an on-
site cistern is used to capture rain runoff, and supplies the needed 
irrigation for the entire site. 

The green roof  pavilion structure provides shelter for a 
myriad of  functions, inlcuding a venue for casual dining, 
open air farmer’s market, and other weekend and after  
hours community, cultural and arts events.

Image provided by Davis Brody Bond, Photography: Eric Taylor

All images provided by Robert Silman Associates, 
except where noted.

ST. ELIZABETHS EAST GATEWAY PAVILION (G8WAY DC)
structural systems

robert silman associates

2015 acec/mw engineering excellence awards

executive summary
Design and construction of  G8WAY DC, the 

innovative state-of-the art park and pavilion 
located within District of  Columbia’s Saint 
Elizabeths East campus, pushed the envelope 
conceptually, spatially, and logistically. The 
much publicized design-build project served 
as a landmark focal point for the transformation 
of  the area at the heart of  District of  Columbia’s 
historic Ward 8 neighborhood, and captured 
the interest of  the surrounding community. The 
initial step in a planned 4-year redevelopment 

of  Saint Elizabeths East campus, the ribbon 
cutting ceremony of  G8WAY DC signified the 
first time the campus was open to the public 
in its over 160-year history. The ambitious 
construction schedule and spatially intricate 
architectural concept demanded not only 
exceptional collaborative efforts between the 
design team and general contractor, but also 
structural ingenuity and decisiveness during 
the abbreviated design and construction 
administration phases. 

Image provided by Davis Brody Bond, Photography: Eric Taylor

Gallaudet University 
Living Learning Residence Hall #6

ROBERT SILMAN ASSOCIATES 

2015 ACEC/MW Engineering Excellence Awards

Structural Systems

Image provided by Quinn Evans Architects, Photography © Prakash Patel
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the cold-formed bearing wall system enabled the 
project to strike a balance between achieving 
visually connected spaces sought by DeafSpace 
principles with structural economy and elegance.  
While this integrated system required a greater 
level of  construction coordination and sequencing 
for these types of  structures, the results were 
stunning.  The success of  the project derived from 
understanding both the inherent advantages and 
limitations of  stick-built, high-density residential 
structures on concrete plinths and surmounting 
the limitations through creative innovation and 
close team coordination. In this process, building 
information modeling proved a powerful tool for 
the design team’s collaboration. This building 
serves as an example of  good team coordination 
and communication to achieve visually appealing 
results on budget and with on-time service. 

The fourth floor erection of  cold-formed steel bearing walls 
for residential tower, constructed on top of  the concrete plinth.

Preparations for casting the ground floor level framed 
concrete slab, partially over the basement level, and 
relative to the existing grade changes on the right.

Building Envelope
This coordination is evident at the cantilevered structure above 

the east entrance. The transparency provided by the glass 
curtainwall, extending up the height of  the residential floors, revel 
the building systems within. To lighten the perceived touch of  
structure at this interface, the primary span direction for the slab on 
metal deck was used to create a cantilevered edge at each level.  
In this way, spandrel beams could be eliminated at the curtainwall.  
The floor construction as viewed from the exterior consists only of  
the slab on deck, making it as thin as possible. The curtainwall 
system’s entire weight is supported by the concrete plinth level, 
with the upper four stories providing lateral restraint.  

Elsewhere across the building, the cladding is complex and 
varied, requiring careful coordination to ensure all the elements 
were properly supported and integrated as a reliable envelope 
system. Cladding systems consisted of  brick masonry cavity walls 
with cold-formed steel back-up, full story height curtainwalls, slate 

View across central stair of  the elevator lobby toward community kitchen, 
communal dining area and the glass curtainwall on the east side of  the 
building. Residential apartments are located to the right and left of  the central 
gathering areas.

Image provided by Quinn Evans Architects, Photography © Prakash Patel
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Introduction
Gallaudet University requested the development of  an 

exemplary building carefully designed to address deaf  cognitive, 
linguistic, and cultural ways-of-being. The University expanded 
their residence hall program to include programming for public 
gathering spaces and reactivation of  the campus mall as a center 
for student life. The design of  the new 53,943 gross square foot 
residence hall comprised four residential floors, accommodating 
165 student residents and 4 faculty apartments – located above 
a ground floor learning space which also houses a coffee bar, 
a large terraced living room, classrooms, offices, and a flexible 
collaboration studio.  

The building is primarily composed of  brick and slate detailing 
to echo the craftsmanship of  the historic College Hall nearby 
on the campus. The use of  large glass walls with rainscreen 
panels opens the design to contemporary aesthetics, building 
performance efficiencies and daylighting alternatives.  The design 
also used the existing sloped terrain to create unique landscape 
conditions on all sides of  the new structure.

The south side of  the residential tower shows the narrow 
footprint of  the building as a part of  the central campus

project 
description

Image provided by Quinn Evans Architects,  
Photography © Prakash Patel
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executive summary
Gallaudet University’s new Living Learning 

Residence Hall #6 stands as an example 
of  what can happen when designers and 
builders collaborate to achieve captivating 
architecture, structured with elegant 
engineering solutions, to facilitate a truly 
interactive environment for its occupants.  
Robert Silman Associates, working with LTL 
Architects, Quinn Evans Architects, and Sigal 
Construction, applied conventional high-
density residential construction technology—
with a twist—to deliver a new five story  with 
basement residential and academic building 
to the historic university, using DeafSpace 
guidelines to bring a new energy to the 
campus mall. 

Image provided by Quinn Evans Architects, Photography © Prakash Patel

Industrial Designer Exploration and 
Models, Presentation Board

Industrial Design, CB Seat and 
Models, Presentation Board

Reponsive Website Design
www.silman.com

St. Elizabeths East Gateway 
Pavilion, 2015 ACEC national 
award submittal package (winning 
submission)

Gallaudet University, Living 
Learning Residence Hall #6, 2015 
ACEC national award submittal 
package (winning submission)
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